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THIS IS UNEVALUATED INFORMATION 


CASTOR-BEAN PRODUCTION IN DAHOMEY 
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The castor-oil plant is cultivated in Dahomey only when market conditions 
are favorable, particularly in the circles of Abomey, Savalov, and Athieme. Al- 
though the soil and climate of Dahomey are favorable to the cultivation of this 
crop ^except in the north, where the joil is sandyj, producers are veary of cul- 
tivating the castor-oil plant because of the fluctuating French demand and the 
producers' experience of numerous broken promises on the part of prospective 
buyers, together with setbacks suffered in the past, /sinc e 1930, France has 
been Dahomey's only castor -bean consumer | ^ 


Dahomey's total sales of castor beans in recent years have been as follows 
( In tons ) : 


Season 

Amount 

19^6 - 1947 

1,076 

1947 - 1948 

1,139 

1948 - 1949 

1,800 

1949 -1950 

911 

1950 .. 1951 

571 


In 1951 - 195c, the castor -bean trading period opened on 1 December 1951 
and by 30 June 1952 the sales amounted to 782 tons „ * 
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Exports from 191*8 to 1951 were as follows (in tons): 


Year 

Amount 


1948 

992 

19^9 

2,270 

1950 

668 

1951 

777* 


* Valued at 1*0,766,000 francs 


*• «*» 399 

? -*• sl s-, S5i,s™ 

trading: ^ ’“ 4 ““ 

■« pr^tS; 1 ;^ 1 ;,^';; £^ 25 S»‘.“ ** ~~ ** «■* »»>»* 

Th ® future ° f the castor-oil plant in Dahomey, however, appears very encour- 

Thi" cIstor e on\?ant° Ve ^ e6 °f th * chemical lndu stry now open new outlets for it. 
Thu., castor-oil-plant cultivation should soon become part of a large industry 

build^ncTolaa^ T7 group’s Organico Company of France (which is currently 
f P-^stic products factory in a Marseille suburb) would as of now be in- 
terested in buying the entire castor -bean output of the French Union. However 

£ v V ia" ty andV U H UiVat ? d in r 0mey ’ the Perennial ” zanzibarensis / wh^h ^ows 
y g„ and produces large beans, but in limited quantities lends itself nnorW 

.“rSrs; “"»«"*»“». >* —u »= ;rs P ;:“ 1 , f »!r riir 

variety with annuals having a more plentiful, less scattered yield. 

St “ dies ln thls direction have been undertaken at the IRHO Unstitut de 
r ^/°“ r es Hul1 ^ de ^ime et les Oleagineux, Palm Oil and Oleaginous 
Plant Products Institute) at Pobe by a specialist in castor-oll-piant genetics 

.““‘SmS ««“ ln “• “ l " ”«*«“ 9' .« 1. prLp^MgSng 

in advanri ~ ircleB P oint out th at precise commitments should be obtained 

indua+r?A?i f * the . 0r e anico Company or from any other group Interested ln the 
Industrialization of the castor-oil plant. 
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